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e When to deduct. Ordinarily, you may only deduct a gift to a
charity in the year you make the contribution. Under this
special provision, however, you may claim qualified
contributions that you make in 2015 on either a 2014 or 2015
tax return, but not both. You can only deduct contributions that
you made before Jan. 1, 2015, on your 2014 tax return.
Similarly, you may claim contributions you make after April 15,
2015, only on your 2015 tax return.

e How to deduct. You can deduct your charitable contribution
only if you itemize your deductions. If you claim the standard
deduction you are not eligible to deduct your gift to charity. Use
Schedule A, Itemized Deductions, to claim your contribution.
You can get the form on IRS.gov/forms at any time.

e Nonqualified gifts. The new law does not apply to
contributions of property. Any gift that you make directly to an
individual is not deductible.

e Keep records. You must keep records of any donations you
claim on your tax return. For donations by text message, a
telephone bill will meet the recordkeeping requirement if it
shows the name of the charity, the date of the contribution and
the amount of the contribution. For cash contributions made by
other means, be sure to keep a bank record, such as a
cancelled check, or a receipt from the charity showing the
name of the charity and the date and amount of the
contribution. In addition, for donations of $250 or more,
taxpayers must obtain a written acknowledgment from the
charity before filing a return.

bu found this Tax Tip helpful, please share it through your social media

tforms. A great way to get tax information is to use IRS Social Media. Y

1 also subscribe to IRS Tax Tips or any of our e-news subscriptions.

ditional IRS Resources:
e Publication 526, Charitable Contributions
e Publication 501, Exemptions, Standard Deduction, and Filing
Information
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